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Tibet Township Map

This map is based on the 2000 Chinese Census township level geography which includes Jiedao (the urban street location which is part
of a larger urban area), Zhen (town with an urban population), and Xiang (township with no urban population). The boundary of Tibet
is based on all the Tibetan autonomous areas defined by the People’s Republic of China: Tibet Autonomous Region, Tibetan
Autonomous Prefectures, and Tibetan Autonomous Counties. It also includes Tsoshar (Haidong Prefecture) and Xining, a prefecture-
level city in Qinghai because they have large Tibetan populations.

Scale 1:1,900,000
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Lambere Conformal Conic, Central Meridian: 90 East, 1t Standard Parallel: 25 North, 2nd Standard Parallel: 47 North,
Latitude of Origin: 10 North, Linear Unit: Meters, Datum: WGS 1984

Place names were rescarched by Tsering Wangyal Shawa and Dukar Bum. Map designed and edited by Tsering Wangyal Shawa

Tiring Wangyal Shava, 2014
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About the Map

This Tibet township map and place name index was based on the 2000 Chinese census township level
administrative units. The township is  fourth-lével of census geography unit. It includes Jiedao (the
urban street location which s part of a larger urban area), Zhen (township with an urban population),
and Xiang (township with no urban population). In addition, it includes virtual townships such as sheep
breeding areas, special farming areas, etc. All of the virtual townships in Tibetan arcas are located in
Qinghai province. This map and place name index includes al the townships that are within the Tibetan
Autonomous Region, Tibetan Autonomous Prefectures and Counties in Qinghai, Sichuan, Yunnan,

and Gansu. It also includes Tsoshar (Haidong Prefecture) and Xining, a prefecture-level city, in Qinghai
because they have large Tibetan populations. The international boundaries are based on actual lines of
control rather than claimed territoris.

The map shows the location of townships, county headquarters, county and provincial boundaries based
on the 2000 Chinese census geographic data, and major rivers, roads, and elevations. There are over

200 townships that are not included because they are cither county headquarters, or they ate so close to
county capitals or near another town that it s difficult to show them at the scale of this map. The Place
name index includes what percentage of the population is Tibetan, the median clevation of the town,

GB (Guo Biao, or National Standard) code for administrative units, and a code that shows whether

the township has a Tibetan, Chinese or Mongolian name. The median clevation of each township

was extracted from the 2000 Shuttle Radar Topography Mission (SRTM) clevation data by creating a.

3 kilometer buffer around each town. The decision to select 3 kilometers was done because 1 did not

have official township administrative boundaries and most of the towns’ buildup areas are within 3 |
kilometers of the center. However, the median clevation for counties, prefectures, and provinces were
calculated based on their administrative boundarics. Place names play an important role in understanding

the history of  land, and capturing the original names is very important because many Tibetan place

names are disappearing from official use and the Tibetans who have historical knowledge of the land are
getting older.

The township names are written in three scripts: Tibetan, Chinese, and English. Pinyin is the
romanization standard for Chinese script, Wylie is a standard transliteration of Tibetan script in
scholarly literature in the English world, and the phonetic Tibetan used here is for a general user to
sound out Tibetan town names. The Wylic transliteration is created from Tibetan script using Universal
Tibetan Font Converter developed by Tashi Tsering, of the China Tibetology Research Center in
Beijing At present, Tibetan place names published in English by the People’s Republic of China are

in Pinyin. Pinyin was adopted s the official

standard of Chis
Pingin as the romanization

the People’s Republic of China in 1958. The United Nations recogni:
standard for writing Chinese geographical names in English in 1977, and in 1979 the United States

names by

i M N
£ Chunag) i - adopted Pinyin as the standard for publishing Chinese geographical names. Thete are many countries
I - sun R that standardize their geographic names and spellings through their national boards on geographic
J amthang Barma Tagtshg |\ satods unanga S i Dri / names. The adoption of Pinyin as the romanization standard of Chinese geographic names has led to
ko ool SR Kalgsar g AR o= L L publication of Tibetan place names on maps and atases using Pinyin by commercial publishers, the
ankb Tagtse | '“‘Das(Tﬁ"M RN o g\sagn 098rgu Hrtgkon Y United Nations, and many government agencies. Tibetan place names written in Pinyin are sometime
e o [ aung X haoyaling  Speco™ pachie perathety foton called Tibetan Pingin because Tibetan place names are written in Chinese script based on the Lhasa
Yol i W i e R dialect and then written in Pinyin. This creates a problem in getting the correct pronunciation of
R e b - \“”?{m G ‘;ﬁ:huwu Tibetan names because the Chinese language does not have some sounds that are in the Tibetan
b LA { o
P g o Botogshiko %%{h ‘SA,,;S:” language.
yadld \ Longshe
e o Sl The goals of this map and place name index arc to capture as many place names that were and are
/ Wiy Kanpao, u\\[r_n/in Tibetan names as possible, show their locations, and build a Tibetan place name database. I used a
7 a PRow Lunggu variety of resources available in major libraties and personal contacts to research Tibetan place names
) Gipones 4 » raskiling | Menhowu and the location of townships. There arc a number of townships for which I could not find Tibetan
D \ e e | ) names, and some of them may not have Tibetan names. Those town names were written in Tibetan
: # e seript, but using the approximate phonetic of their name written in Chinese script. This s the first
jima | 3 [ Jinchi attemp to create a map and place name index based on official Chinese census township names. Itis
) L *Tsodrel Jangma ; [-sin P! s P
jEsdie 2t S Angphung my hope that publication of this map and place name index may lead to building a more comprehensive
{ “luniig: y hope that p p and pl ing
5 Olun Shonkhoug Tibetan place name database in the future. Although I rescarched the locations and place names as
; /£, Rivdar Rokta 2 ? thoroughly as I could, it is possible that there are some locations and place name that are incorrect. Any
e/ N ngthangkha ly po:
B 5 1 Y corrections to this map can be sent to cartotibet@gmail.com.
31N - / 5 ) Retis. A
Lo Tarchens NG e e oChengdu The place name index is organized by P counties, and .
Kt A 4 and they are sorted by the GB codes. AM (administrative code) Province = 1, Prefecture
Rigfmos S n s ¥ =2, Xian (Dzong/county) = 3, Jiedao = 4, Zhen = 5, Xiang = 6, Virtual Town =7 LA
Qm Togring ¢ Biwody (Language code) T=Tibetan, C=Chinese, M=Mongolian. TIBPOP = Tibetan Population.
TS Lim Kharaardo HT = Median Height in Meters. %TIB = Percent Tibetan Population.
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